There are two adjacent troughs into which the ankles and heels fit, the distal aperture avoiding any pressure on the back of the heel. The backpiece maintains the feet at right-angles to the legs and the Velcro strap which is incorporated within the cushion fastens under the Deep-vein thrombosis in the lower limb is an undoubted and serious complication of surgery, carrying a significant morbidity and mortality. Medical treatment is sometimes hazardous and not always effective; thrombectomy and pulmonary embolectomy sometimes become necessary. It is therefore felt that prevention is worth aiming at, and particularly so in patients over the age of 40 (Allison, 1967).
The cushion has been designed in an effort to lessen the incidence of deep-vein thrombosis in the lower limb and also heel sores in the elderly patient.
The heel cushion and a thigh cushion, both covered with an antistatic plastic coating, are manufactured by Critchley and Veale Ltd., 21/22 Great George Square, Nelson Street, Liverpool, LI 5DY, England.
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